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CHIEF EXCUTIVE’S ANNUAL REPORT, ON BEHALF OF THE BMTA COUNCIL 

JANUARY – DECEMBER 2014 

 

Overview 

2014 was another busy year for the Association.  Membership hit a ten year high of 107 mid-year but 

dropped slightly to 100 at the end of the year with resignations slightly exceeding recruitment of new 

members.  Nevertheless membership fee income was £1.7k higher than in 2013, but was about £3k 

less than plan.  Our events programme was exceptionally successful this year and generated £5.4k 

more income than planned.  We therefore ended the year with a surplus of £5.5k on our normal 

activities. 

Council met 4 times during the year:  on 13 March in London at the Institute of Measurement and 

Control; on 7 July at the Palace Hotel in Buxton; on 14 October and 4 December both at the Institute 

of Measurement and Control.  Dr Jane Firth (LGC) resigned from Council after the July AGM and her 

place on Council was taken by Mr Liam Gormley from LGC.  Mr Paul Jackson (SGS-MIS 

Environmental) stood down at the AGM and was subsequently replaced by Mr Paul King from the 

same company.  We thank Jane and Paul for their work for the BMTA Council which was much 

appreciated.  Ms Stephanie Smith joined the BMTA management company, Abacus Communications, 

from September on a STEP one year graduate placement scheme to assist with events management 

and marketing. 

 

Seminars, Workshops and Exhibitions 

The Association mounted a full and very successful programme of seminars and workshops 

throughout the year arranged through advice from the Events Committee.  A Seminar ‘Measurements 

in Advanced Manufacturing 2 – Innovations in Materials Testing and Measurement’ held at the 

Nuclear Advanced Manufacturing Centre (NAMC) at Sheffield on 2 March was well attended.  Visits to 

the University of Sheffield Advanced Manufacturing Research Centre (AMRC) and the Advanced 

Structural Testing Facility (ASTF) were included in the programme.  The Association mounted a small 

stand at the Engineering Integrity Society Exhibition at Silverstone on 18 March.  The theme was 

analysis and testing in the motor industry and was well supported.  Our asbestos workshops continue 

to be popular.  The ‘Asbestos 5 workshop’ on Asbestos in the Home on 15 May at Kegworth, East 

Midlands went very well with presentations from HSE, ACAD, SGS and IATP.  A workshop on 

Accreditation for Medical Laboratories held with UKAS at NMO Teddington on 4 June was so heavily 

oversubscribed that a follow on workshop at SRUC Edinburgh in collaboration with the Institute for 

Biomedical Science was arranged for 20 June.  It too sold out.  

Following the AGM on 8 July last year our hosts HSE HSL Buxton gave presentations on the work of 

the Laboratory and tour of the facility which was very interesting.  On 21 October BMTA Member 

Company Markes International kindly hosted, at their Llantrisant HQ, a well-attended seminar on 

measurement of emissions from materials in support of the Construction Products Regulation.  This 

was preceded by a dinner in a local hotel on the evening before and followed by an exhibition of 
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Markes’ latest emissions measuring equipment.  The Association also had a stand at the Water, 

Wastewater and Environmental Monitoring Exhibition and Conference (WWEM) at Telford on 5-6 

November.  We administered a well attended conference session which was chaired by Hazel 

Davidson from DETS.  On 5 November also Peter Russell represented BMTA at the Lab Innovations 

Exhibition at the NEC. 

Representational activities 

The Association continues to be active in representing its members’ interests in various forums the 

main ones being: 

Government:  The Chief Executive met Richard Sanders Acting CEO of the National Measurement 

Office (NMO now the National Measurement and Regulation Office, NMRO) to discuss changes to the 

ownership of NPL, changes to the management of the National Measurement System (NMS) and its 

supporting research programme.  BMTA remains concerned that the changes could reduce access to 

NPL’s services or increase their costs for BMTA members and that government funding for the NMS, 

which fundamentally underpins many of our members’ businesses, will be reduced.  The CE also met 

Mr Mark Holmes, Deputy Director, Innovation Infrastructure to discuss training needs and the skills 

shortage in measurement and testing. 

Jeff Llewellyn also attended the Annual Lunch of the Parliamentary and Scientific Committee in 

November which was addressed by the Prime Minister. 

UKAS:  BMTA enjoys a good working relationship with UKAS.  It has continued to represent 

members’ interests concerning UKAS accreditation vigorously and as mentioned above we held two 

workshops on accreditation jointly with UKAS.  BMTA attended the annual meeting of the Policy 

Advisory Forum (PAF) on which we have two seats in March.  Mr Tony Smith attends the Health 

Sector subgroup of the PAF.  The smaller Policy Advisory Committee (on which we have one seat) 

met three times in the year.  Jeff Llewellyn had an individual meeting with the UKAS Chairman, Lord 

Jamie Lindsay at the House of Lords at the end of September to discuss UKAS strategy for the next 

three years. 

The Instrument Industry Liaison Group (IILG):  The primary purpose of this group is to 

conduct a dialogue with Government, principally the Department of Business Innovation and 

Skills/National Measurement Office (NMO), to take stock of trading conditions and the state of the 

industry, and to influence the business and regulatory climate.  It comprises the Worshipful Company 

of Scientific Instrument Makers (Group convenor and Chair), BMTA, Gambica, the Gauge and Tool 

Makers Association (GTMA), the Institute of Measurement & Control, NPL and NMO/NMS.  It did not 

meet in 2014. 

 

EUROLAB 

2014 was the first year that the EUROLAB national membership fee and associated costs totalling 

£11.75k were entirely paid for by BMTA members’ subscriptions, marking the end of a five year 

transition period from the ending of BIS subsidy for this activity. 

Jeff Llewellyn continued as member of the Board of Administrators and as Vice President.  He also 

attended Technical Committee on Quality Assurance and Calibration (TCQA) meetings.  EUROLAB 

held its General Assembly at the University of Warsaw, Poland on 1 April, preceded by a TCQA 

meeting and followed by a seminar at which Jeff Llewellyn gave a presentation.  Our Chair Mrs Carol 
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Erskine was elected Co Chair of the Joint Technical Committee on Product Testing and Certification 

(JTCPTC) in April and attended the GA, Board meeting and TCQA. 

An Extraordinary GA was held at LNEC Lisbon, hosted by RELACRE on October 7 to approve detailed 

changes to the Articles of Association relating to Board membership.  This was immediately followed 

by the National Members’ meeting attended by Jeff Llewellyn.  It was preceded by a TCQA meeting 

and followed by a seminar at which Jeff Llewellyn gave another presentation on the economic 

importance of measurement and testing. 

The Board of Administrators met on 11/12 February in Brussels, on 31 March in Warsaw, 30 June/1 

July in Brussels (due to a strike on Belgian Railways Jeff Llewellyn was unable to attend and joined 

the meeting by phone), 6 October in Lisbon and 4 November in Brussels. 

Co-operation by EUROLAB, with CEOC (International Confederation of Inspection and Certification 

Organisations) and IFIA (International Federation of Inspection Agencies) has strengthened.  A 

meeting of the three organisations to develop representation and recognition of the economic 

importance of the Testing, Inspection and Certification Sector and to promote a ‘Safety Tested’ mark 

was held in London in February and was followed up by another in Brussels in March.  The three 

organisations once again organised a seminar on testing and consumer safety in Brussels in 

November which was attended by senior EU Commission officials. 

EUROLAB’s main activities over the year have included: 

 Preparing briefings on the importance of measurement and testing for incoming MEPs and 

Commissioners following the European elections and Establishment of the new EU 

Commission.  A series of meetings with MEPs and Commissioners was set up for 2015. 

 Starting work in preparation of revision of ISO/CEN 17025:2005 – a questionnaire seeking 

European laboratories views on the top 5 issues requiring revision.  EUROLAB is now 

represented on ISO CASCO WG 44 on the revision of the standard by our Chair Carol Erskine. 

 Starting work on the revision of ISO/CEN 17011 on operation of National Accreditation 

Bodies.  EUROLAB is represented on ISO CASCO WG 42 again by Carol Erskine. 

 Participation in various EA committees and the GA. 

 Participation in the ILAC GA and Laboratory Committee. 

 Continued liaison with Eurachem, EURAMET, UILI  and NCLSI. 

 Changes to the Articles of Association and classes of membership to allow countries from the 

European Neighbourhood Policy area to become Associated Members and introducing a new 

class of Observer Member. 

 Expansion of the Board to 10 members plus the President (increase of two members) to 

improve representation. 

 Changes to allow Board members to serve for more than three consecutive terms. 

LEBLAB (Lebanon) became an Associated Member in April and HMD Croatia became an Observer 

Member in October. 

EUROLAB published 4 full News Briefings and 8 shorter Special Briefing Notes in the year all of which 

can be downloaded from the EUROLAB website.  The Annual Report for 2014 was published in April 

2015 and has been sent in electronic format to all BMTA members.  Regular email updates of key 

documents and reports from EA, IAF, ILAC and ISO have been sent by the EUROLAB Secretariat to 

National members.  Those documents which are relevant to BMTA members have then been 

forwarded to them. 
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EUROLAB membership fees for 2014 were increased by 0.8% in line with the eurozone inflation rate 

for November 2013.  Overall EUROLAB made a small loss of €2.8k on a total income of €127.1k for 

the year. 

 

Services to members 

 

Throughout the year Council continued to engage with other organisations in order to provide a wider 

range of services and benefits for members.  NMO continued to discount by 20% and LGC by 15% 

fees for its training courses for BMTA members.  During the year the Association continued its 

subscription to the Meltwater News information service in order to provide members with news and 

business intelligence.  As in previous years the BMTA secretariat continued to circulate to interested 

members papers from over 40 BSI Standards Committees where BMTA has representation. 

 

Other matters 

Council awarded an increase in remuneration to the Chief Executive and to Abacus Communications 

of 5.0% for 2015 which reflected an increased workload over the year. 

 

 

Dr J W Llewellyn 

President & Chief Executive 

BMTA 

 

June 2015 
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British Measurement & Testing Association

Directors' Report for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

The directors present their report and the unaudited financial statements for the year ended 3 1 December 2014.

Directors of the company
The directors rvho held office during the year were as follows:

Anthony Smith

Carol Erskine

Small company provisions
This report has been prepared in accordance with the small compinies regime under the Companies Act 2006.

Approved by the Board on 14 May 2015 and signed on its behalf by:

Company secretary
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Independent Examiners Report to the Board of Directors on the Preparation of the

Unaudited Statutory Accounts of

British Measurement & Testing Association

for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

In order to assist you to fulfil your duties under the Companies Act 2006, we have prepared for your approval
the accounts of BritishMeasurement&TestingAssociation for the year ended 3l December2014 set out on
pages 4 to 7 from the company's accounting records and from information and explanations you have given us.

This report is made to the British Measurement & Testing Association Our work has been undeftaken solely to
prepare for your approval the accounts of British Measurement & Testing Association and state those matters
that we have agreed to state to them, as a body, in this report. To the fullest extent permitted by law, we do not
accept or assume responsibility to anyone other than British Measurement & Testing Association and its Board
of Directors as a body for our work or for this report.

It is the directors duty to ensure that British Measurement & Testing Association has kept adequate accounting
records and to prepare statutory accounts that give a true and fair'view ofthe assets, liabilities, financial position
and profit of British Measurement & Testing Association. You consider that British Measurement & Testing
Association is exempt from the statutory audit requirement for the year.

We have not been instructed to carry out an audit or a review of the accounts of British Measurement & Testing
Association. For this reason, we have not verified the accuracy or completeness of the accounting records or
information and ons you have given to us and we do not, therefore, express any opinion on the
statutory

c/o BEFS
Suite2,Alma House
AIma Road
Reigate
Surrey
RH2 OAX

l5 May 2015
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British Measurement & Testing Association

Profit and Loss Account for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

Note
2014
t
74,312

(68,e36)

2013
f
67,958

(67,s62)

Turnover

Administrative expenses

Operating profit

Other interest receivable and similar income

Profit on ordinary activities before taxation

Tax on profit on ordinary activities

Profit for the financial year

5,376

t12

396

170

5,488

(22)

566

(34)

5,466 532

The notes on pages 6 to 7 form an integral part ofthese financial statements.
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British Measurement & Testing Association

(Registration number: 0257 4907)

Balance Sheet at 31 December 2014

Note
2014

f,

7,127

2

39,384

2013
f.

a )))
2

J /,J dJ

Current assets

Debtors

Investments

Cash at bank and in hand

Cleditors: Amounts falling due within one year

Net assets

Capital and reseryes

Profit and loss account

Shareholders' funds

46,513

(22)

41,607

(582)

46,491

46,491

41,025

41,025

4t,025

These accounts have been prepared in accordance with the provisions applicable to companies subject to the
small companies regime and in accordance with the Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective
2008).

For the year ending 3l December 2014 the company was entitled to exemption under section 477 of the
Companies Act 2006 relating to small companies.

The members have not required the company to obtain an audit in accordance with section 476 of the
Companies Act 2006.

The directors acknowledge their responsibilities for complying with the requirements of the Act with respect to
accounting records and the preparation of accounts.

Approved and authorised for issue by the Board on 14 May 2015 and signed on its behalf by:

The notes on pages 6 to 7 form an integral part ofthese financial statements.
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British Measurement & Testing Association

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

I Accounting policies

Basis ofpreparation
The financial statements have been prepared under the historical cost convention and in accordance with the
Financial Reporting Standard for Smaller Entities (effective April 2008).

Turnover
Turnover comprises the value of sales (excluding VAT and similar taxes and trade discounts) of goods and

services in the normal course ofbusiness.

Current asset investments
Current asset investments are included at the lower of cost and net realisable value.

2 Taxation

Tax on profit on ordinary activities
2014 2013
ff

Current tax

Corporation tax charge

3 Debtors

Trade debtors

4 Current asset investments

2014 2013
ft

______J_,w_ ______lp2_

Shares in group undertakings

5 Creditors: Amounts falling due within one year

2014 2013
ff,

z0l4 2013
f.t

3422

Corporation tax

Other creditors

22 34

548

22 s82
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British Measurement & Testing Association

Notes to the Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

continued

6 Company status

The company is a private company limited by guarantee and consequently does not have share capital. Each of
the members is liable to contribute an amount not exceeding fl towards the assets of the company in the event
of liquidation.

7 Reserves

Prolit and
loss account Total

\/ At I January 2014

f.

41,025 41,025

5,466 s,466Profit for the year

At 3l December 2014 46,491 46,491

L
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British Measurement & Testing Association

Detailed Prolit and Loss Account for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

2014 2013

f

74,312Tumover (analysed below)

Gross profit (%)

Administrative expenses

General administrative expenses
(analysed below)

Finance charges (analysed below)

Other interest receivable and similar
income (analysedbelow)

Profit on ordinary activities before

\- taxation

f

67,958

100.00%

(67,457)

(10s)

100.00%

(67,562)

t70

(68,902)

(34)

(68,936)

lt2

5,488

This page does not form part ofthe statutory financial statements
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British Measurement & Testing Association

Detailed Profit and Loss Account for the Year Ended 31 December 2014

2014
f.

74,312

2013
f

67,958

Turnover
Turnover

General administrative expenses

Room hire

BMTA administration

Eurolab costs

Trade subscriptions

Companies House Fees

Promotional expenses

Events costs

Travel and subsistence

Finance charges

Bank charges

Credit card charges

Other interest receivable and similar income

Bank interest receivable

74,312 67,9s8

595

38,845

tl,75l
543

26

4,226

7,904

s,012

586

3 8,008

10,227

523

26

2,812

10,875

4,400

68,902 67,457

36

(2)
46

s9

34 105

170tt2

tt2 170

This page does not form part ofthe statutory financial statements
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